OCTOBER 1710             Journal to Stella
see what a lamentable confession the Whigs all make me3
of my ill usage: but I mind them not. I am already
represented to Harley as a discontented person, that was
used ill for not being Whig enough; and I hope for good
usage from him. The Tories dryly tell me, I may make
my fortune, if I please; but I do not understand them, or
rather, I do understand them,
Oct. i. To-day I dined at Molesworth's, the Florence
envoy: and sat this evening with my friend Darteneuf,*
whom you have heard me talk of; the greatest punner
of this town next myself. Have you smoakt the Tatler
that I writ?5 It is much liked here, and I think it is a
pure6 one. To-morrow I go with Delaval7 the Portugal
envoy, to dine with Lord Halifax8 near Hampton-
3 Deane Swift, Essay, 1755, pp. 312-13, quoting this passage, omits
the word 'me'.
* Charles Darteneuf, or Dartiquenave, 1664-1737, reputed, but this is
very questionable, a natural son of Charles II. He is chiefly remembered,
through the allusions of his contemporaries, as an epicure (Pope, Imitations
of Horace, Bk. II, Sat. i. 46; EL II, Epist. ii. 87; Lyttleton, Dialogues of
. the Dead, xix), humorist, and punster. Although a consistent Whig he
and Swift remained friends. His politics won him the posts of Paymaster
of the Royal Works, Surveyor of the King's Gardens, and Surveyor of the
Royal Roads, See also Salmon's Hist, of Hertfordshire, p. 284; Clutter-
buck's County of Hertford, iii. 336.                                    5 No. 230.
6 Swift uses the word in a sense now obsolete, meaning excellent,
, splendid. Cf. p. 28 n.13
? Captain George Delaval had served with Peterborough in Spain in
1706. In 1707 he carried dispatches to the Courts of Spain and Portugal,
and was commissioned to proceed thence as envoy to the Emperor of
Morocco. In Oct. 1710 he was appointed Envoy Extraordinary to the
King of Portugal (Luttrell, Brief Relation, iv. 692; vi. 52, 174, 192).
8 Charles Montagu entered Parliament in 1689 as member for Maldon.
He quickly displayed a genius for finance and held several important offices
under William III. In 1700 he was created Baron Halifax of Halifax. He
remained out of office during Queen Anne's reign; but on the accession of
George I he became First Lord of the Treasury and was created Viscount
Sunbury and Earl of Halifax. He died in the following year. Swift won
his friendship with his Contests and Dissensions (1701), in which Halifax
appears as Pericles and Alcibiades; but there appears to have been little
cordiality, for Swift's two letters to Halifax (Corresp. i. 155, 174) are
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